As I pedaled my literary wares outside 
Suncorp Stadium I approached a man ina 
Newcastle United shirt. 

“Oh, come on, mate. A Geordie’s bound 
to be interested in a fanzine !” I said to 
him. But he looked puzzled, and replied, 
“What's a Geordie ? You’re the third 
person to call me that tonight !” Anybody 
who doesn’t know what a Geordie is, 
shouldn’t be wearing the sacred shirt, in 
my opinion ! 


The Foundation Foods Silver Boot 
competition that was advertised in 
last months magazine has been 
renamed “The Foundation Travel 
Silver Boot Competition’, Kieran 
Cooper informed me last week. 


i 
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Whilst hovering around Suncorp 
Stadium before the Sydney 
United game last month, waiting 
for unsuspecting footbail 
supporters to prey upon, | 
noticed a couple of new signs that 
had appeared on the wall at the 
entrance to Gate 2. 

The first one read as follows ... 


“Flares and Rockets = are - 
prohibited. Offenders will be 
prosecuted”. 


Fair enough - they could be used 
as weapons, | suppose. 

But the second one puzzled me. 
“No national flags permitted other 
than the Australian flag”. 

Has Pauline Hansen taken over 
from Pat in the marketing 
department ? 


nnn Onn ee 


Next Month, in 
The Farr Post cas 


Three months after an angry Peter Williamson 
sent us his letter about the Q.S.F. restructure we 
took a drive down the coast to see if he’d calmed 
down, and find out his plans for the future. 


Full reports on the highlights of the Foundation 
Travel Silver Boot competition. 


A look at Womens football here in Queensland. 


information. 


The March 1997 issue (number 6) will be 
on sale from the weekend of the 7/8/9th 
at the Strikers v Marconi game and 
(hopefully) at the XXXX Premier League 
grounds. Ask your nearest club for 


Due to our increase in size from 16 to 
24 pages we are having to put our 
prices up. From next month a copy of 
The Farr Post will cost two of your 
hard-earned dollars. 


The opinions given within these 
pages are those of the individual 
contributors, and The Farr Post 
accepts no responsibility if people 
don’t like reading the truth. 


The Farr Post, 

c/- Sports Print 

PO Box 478, 
Bulimba, 

QLD 4171. 

Fax: 3899 0497 
Mob: 0411 367 357 
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“Rochedale Rovers win the 
Foundation Travel Silver 
Boot Competition 


The 1997 Foundation Travel Silver Boot 
Competition was won by Rochedale Rov- 
es on Sunday, 23rd February when they 
defeated Taringa Rovers 3-1 in a very 
physical encounter. Rochedale took the 
lead in the second minute through Clayton 
Koch, when he brought the ball in from 
the left, and the defence seemed to open 
lip for him. His shot from 15 metres was 
greeted with huge roars from the 
Rochedale Rovers “Choir” who never 
Mapped singing throughout the game. 

Although a goal down Taringa played some 
fo0u [sotball, as they knocked the ball about 
with plenty of confidence. But it was 
Rechedales physical presence that forced the 
‘Taringa errors in midfield, and just before half 
time Koch doubled his tally when his half-vol- 
ley, this time from the right, was only going to 
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Number 6 


Issue... 


Free Car Sticker !!! 


An interview with Peter Williamson 
of the Gold Coast City Soccer Club 


end up in one place. 

Just after half-time Rochedale lost Koch and 
midfielder Peter Grierson to injury, and Taringa 
seemed to gain the upper hand for the next 
twenty minutes or so. But a long ball from the 
back in the 72nd minute put striker Kieran 
Cooper on his way, and claims for hand ball as 
he controlled the bouncing ball off his chest 
were turned down by the officials, and he held 
off a strong challenge to score, and virtually 
seal the game for the home side. 

In the final minute Des Hughes scored a con- 
solation goal for Taringa, but by that time it 
was all over. The teams can now take off the 
kid gloves and prepare for business in the 
XXXX Premier League which kicks off on the 
7th March, when Rochedale entertain Wynnum 
District, and Taringa host new boys the 
Bundaberg Waves the following Sunday (9th). 
(Full competition results on pages 5 and 6.) 


Rum City News 


Second part of our look at the XXXX 
Premier League clubs 


The Full Q.S.F. divisional structure 
for 1997 


"Football's not a matter of life 
or death, it's much more 
important than that." 

The late, great Bill Shankly. 


A couple of th 
couple of seasons ago 


Contents 


3. Editorial. 


5. The Foundation Travel Silver Boot Competition. 

A full match-by-match results service from the pre-sea- 
son trial games, and more importantly how all that lovely 
lolly was shared out. 


7. Strikers mid-season slump. 

The Brisbane Strikers’ recent results have shown some 
serious flaws in their defence. Match reports from the 
Adelaide City and South Melbourne games. 


8. "The Farr Post". 
News from the Shire of Farr. 


9, The Copa Libertadores. 
The South American version of the European Champions 
League has just kicked off, and we give a run down of the 
competition format for this year. 


10. Zonal or man-on-man ? 
Jock's opinions on the Strikers defensive tactics and their 


style of play after their defeat by South Melbourne. 


e Socceroos show how it's really done against Sweden from a 


This ts 
how you do it, 
Frank ! 


11. Rum City News. 

Following our report in TFP5 about the Bundaberg 
Waves we travelled back up the coast fo see them ina 
pre-season trial game against a Rockhampton select 


XL. 


42. Coastwatch. 

An interview with Peter Williamson, and news about 
this seasons competition on the Gold Coast. 

14. Full 1997 Q.S.E. Divisional Structure. 

15. The XXXX League Clubs. 

Part two of our look at the facilities at each of the 
Premier League clubs. 

17. Other News. 

18. Letters to The Editor. 


22. Odds 'n' Sods. 


More info that helps break the monotony of watching 


Clint Bolton pick the ball out of the back of his net. 
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In October last year a group of football 
fans decided to combine their talents and 
put together a fanzine (fans magazine). 
This was going to run for most of the 
Strikers summer season - six monthly 
issues. After that period we were going to 
re-assess the situation and decide 
whether it was worth continuing. Well 
here we are at issue number 6, in colour 
and far from calling it a day. 
Our first issue asked a number of 
questions about the selection process for 
the new XXXX Premier League 
competition which kicks off this month. 
Some people in established positions of 
power obviously didn’t want us around, 
because we had indeed asked those 
questions. On the other hand, however 
we have received many letters and faxes 
offering support, and urging us to 
continue and telling us what a great job 
we're doing for the game. 

Here at The Farr Post, as we said in that 
inaugural edition, our aim is to “provide 
a forum for the discussion of any 
footballing matters and invite you the 
average football supporter to write to us 
and express your views’. That offer is still 
open, and we encourage you to get 
involved with football in Queensland and 
Australia. 


Front cover: Action from The Foundation 
Travel Silver Boot Competition Final. 


Outer cover printed by Metro Printing & Design 
9 Barramul Street, Bulimba, QLD 4171. 
Tel: 3399 7555, Fax: 3395 5172. 


Editor - Tony Moran. 


Contributors - “Jock”, 
David Marshall, Jachson 
Ribeira. 


Thanks To - Ross Hallett 
(Coalstars), Kieran Cooper 
(Rochedale Rovers), Peter 
Jones (Taringa Rovers), 
Terry Furphy (Wynnum 
District), Les Moodley 
(Brisbane Lions). 


Photographer - Paul 
Harley (Ph. 3267 0681) 


South Farr Wanderers are al 
fictitious football team, as are 
Jany characters associated with 
the club. 


Next Issue will be available on 
the 1st of April, 1997. Send $2 to 
“Sports Print” at the address 
below, or look out for us at the 
Strikers home game with the 
Canberra Cosmos on the Sth. 


Published by 
Sports Print, PO Box 478, 
Bulimba, QLD 4171. 

| Mobile 0411 367 357. 
lFax 07 3899 0497 
E-mail ajm@world.net 


To subscribe to The Farr Post, 
send your name and address to 
PO Box 478, 

Bulimba Qid 4171 

along with a cheque for $20 
(payable to Sports Print), and you 
will receive 12 monthly copies. 
Many people have asked about 
back issues, but unfortunately we 
have sold out of most of them. The 
only ones available are... 

Issue 1“... And we thought only 
ostriches buried their heads in 
the sand” 

Issue 3 “Arrowsmith, Dann to run 
QSF together’. 


a ee 
As the N.S.L. scason begins to wind - 
down, we are in the process of finding 
other outlcts for this magazinc. So far 
a pumber of XXXX Premier League 
clubs have expressed an interest in 
promoting The Farr Post, and we are 
hoping to get other clubs involved 
aswell, We do have a long term plan 
for this magazine, so if any clubs want 
to take a number of copies off our 
hands each month, then contact the 
Editor, Tony Moran on 0411 367 357. 


starting with issue number 


Name - 
Address - 
Suburb - 


Please scnd me a twelve month subscription to “The Farr Post”, 
(The March, 1997 issue is number 6). 


I enclose a cheque for $20 payable to Sports Print. 


nN nn cae 


et 


State - Post Code - 


The Farr Post - “It’s not the truth that hurts, it’s how you read it |” 
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eg 
A \ Subscriptions | Reclaim The Name 


In our first issue we encouraged the use of 
the word “football” as opposed to “soccer” 
as we believe that ours is the true game of 
football, In this issue we have included a 
car sticker showing a round’ ball, and 
netted goals with the phrase “Football’s 
not a matter of life or death, it’s much 


more important than that”. We invite you - 


to display this in a prominent position, so 
as to educate the heathens out there that 
football is NOT played with an oval 
shaped ball. 

By the way, those immortal words were 
once said by Bill Shankly, the man who 
made Liverpool Football Club the force 
that they now are in the world game. Bill 
was a Scotsman, and he lived and 
breathed football 24 hours a day. 


Advertising 

As we have now gone to colour we are 
Jooking out for any interested parties 
who would like to purchase 
advertising space in this magazine. 
We are specifically interested in 
selling the back page for a twelve 
month period, and are also keen on 
hearing from anyone who would be 
interested in taking out ads in a 
classified section of the magazine. 
Contact Tony Moran 0411 367 357. 
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The Foundation Travel Silver Boot Competition 


The Foundation Travel Silver Boot Competition 
started on Friday 31st January at Lions Stadium, 
Richlands when Brisbane City beat Rocklea 6-1 in 
their Group D encounter. Rocklea only came into 
(he competition after Ipswich St. Helens pulled out 
al the last minute. In the other match that night 
Taringa Rovers downed Pine Rivers 3-0. 

In the opening fixture at Rochedale, the co-hosts 
pul 12 past a hapless Logan City, whilst Beenleigh 
defeated Slacks Creek 4-2. This was the beginning 
of the end for Logan City who withdrew from the 
competition days later (see Odds ‘n’ Sods on page 
22 for more on this). In their other two matches they 
were replaced by Rochedale Rovers reserves and 
a team from the Queensland Academy of Sport - 
their opposition taking a 3-0 forfeit. 

The four group winners were Rochedale Rovers, 
Coalstars, Taringa Rovers and a very impressive 
Mount Gravatt from the First Division (South) who 
defeated Premier League side Wynnum 3-0 in the 
final Group C match. They then went on to take 
Rochedale to extra-time in the semi-final after 
coming back from 3-1 down at half-time to draw 
level at 3-3, with two goals in 18 minutes from 
Anthony McCulloch. They finally went down in 
Sudden-Death Extra-Time. In the other semi-final 
Taringa Rovers defeated Coalstars 2-0 at Lions 
Stadium, and Clayton Koch took out the player of 
the tournament with 12 goals, and sees him $500 
better off. You're shout, Clayton ! 

Overall the standard of football was very good 
indeed, and provided some exciting moments for 
the crowds that turned up at both venues for the 28 
games. To say that it wetted the appetite for the 
Premier League would be an understatement, and 
the spies from Bundaberg were seen checking out 
the opposition on more than one occasion. Some 
teams were obviously out to do well, whilst others 
were simply there to see how their newer players 
performed. As for the supporters . . . well, they did 
lurn up, and approximately 1100 were there to see 
the two final games on Sunday 23rd February. Both 
Lions and Rochedale are to be applauded on the 
lime and effort that was put into the tournament, 
and many thanks must be given to Foundation 
Travel for sponsoring this event. 


os 


After the final The Farr Post managed to grab a 
few words with the two coaches. Firstly Gary 
McDowell of Rochedale Rovers... 

“We lost Clayton Koch 5 minutes into the second 
half, and Peter Grierson too, who're both quality 
players, and | thought we lost the plot a bit when 
they went off. We soaked up what they threw at us, 
and when they were 2-0 down | thought that they 
could have caused us a few more problems. 

Is this your first choice team ? 

“The team | played is very close to my best eleven, 
but I’ve got a small squad - 15 players - so I’m 
looking at adding another one to give me a bit more 
experience. 

How about the season ahead ? 

“Although it's a pre-season competition, and we're 
not fully match fit yet, it's always nice to win 
something. Winning is now a habit - we haven't lost 
yet - and I've got a few boys in there that want to 
prove a few people wrong, and show that we can 
be a very disciplined team, Overall, though, I'm 
happy with what I’ve got, and we're working 
towards that fitness, and giving them a bit more 
discipline. We should be ready for Wynnum in two 
weeks time, and we'll work towards winning the 
championship. Thats why I'm here.” 


Next, Taringa Rovers coach, John Ogden ... 

“It was hard for our lads to back up after a tough 
game on Friday. Some of them were carrying 
injuries, and to play a team like Rochedale who 
have had 4 or 5 days off is very hard. But we 
played some good stuff in patches and | was quite 
pleased. 

Is this your first choice team ? 

“We had several players that were injured tonight, 
but I'm giving the whole squad a run, and we've 
used these games to get a good idea of what they 
can do. 

How about the season ahead ? 

i'm in the process of totally rebuilding - there's only 
two or three players from last years team, so we're 
getting to know each other. We've got new guys 
still to be added to the team and that definitely 
won't be the side that we put out against 
Bundaberg in two weeks time.” 


Matches at Lions 
Stadium, Richlands 


Friday, 31st January, 1997. 
Group D. 
Brisbane City 6 Rocklea United 1 
Pine Rivers 0 Taringa Rovers 3 
Sunday, 2nd February, 1997. 
Group B. 
Coalstars 4 Olympic United 0 
Brisbane Lions 4 Inala City United 1 
Friday, 7th February, 1997, 
Group D. 
‘Taringa Rovers | Rocklea United 0 
Brisbane City 3 Pine Rivers 0 
Sunday, 9th February, 1997. 
Group B. 
Inala City United 2 Coalstars 3 
Brisbane Lions 3 Olympic United 1 
Friday, 14th February, 1997, 
Group D. 
Brisbane City 1 Taringa Rovers 3 
Rocklea United 4 Pine Rivers 0 
Sunday, 16th February, 1997. 
Group B. 
Olympic United 6 Inala City United 3 
Brisbane Lions 0 Coalstars 1 (Extra-Time) 


Friday, 21st February, 1997, 
Semi-Final. 

Taringa Rovers 2 Coalstars 0 (IIT: 0-0) 
Scorers: Taringa Rovers - Des Hughes (58, 
71 pen). 


Finals at Underwood Park, Rochedale 
Sunday, 23rd February, 1997, 

3rd Place Play-off. 

Coalstars 3 Mount Gravatt 0 (HT: 3-0) 
Scorers: Coalstars - Wes Park (5), own goal 
(35), Peter McKendrick (43). 


Final. 3 
Rochedale Rovers 3 Taringa Rovers 1 
(HIT: 2-0) 


Scorers: Rochedale Rovers - Clayton Koch (2, 


40), Kieran Cooper (72) 
Taringa Rovers - Des ITughes (89). 
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Matches at Underwood 
Park, Rochedale. 


Monday, 3rd February, 1997. 
Group A. 
Rochedale Rovers 12 Logan City Kings 1 
Beenleigh 4 Slacks Creck 2 
Wednesday, Sth February, 1997. 
Group C. 

Capalaba 0 Mount Gravatt 3 
Wynnum District 4 Albany Creek 0 
Saturday, 8th February, 1997. 
Group A. 

Logan City Kings 0 Beenleigh 3 
Rochedale Rovers 7 Slacks Creek 0 
Monday, 10th February, 1997, 
Group C. 

Wynnum District 3 Capalaba 1 
Mount Gravatt 2 Albany Creek 1 
Wednesday, 12th February, 1997. 
Group A. 

Slacks Creek 3 Logan City Kings 0 
| Rochedale Rovers 2 Beenleigh 0 
Saturday, 15th February, 1997. 
Group C. 
Wynnum District 0 Mount Gravatt 3 
Albany Creek 3 Capalaba 1 


Wednesday, 19th February, 1997. 
Semi-Final. 
Rochedale Rovers 4 Mount Gravatt 3 (After 
Extra-Time) (HT: 3-1) 
Scorers: Rochedale Rovers - Kieran Cooper 
(24, 28), Clayton Koch (40), Peter Grierson 
(102). 
Mount Gravatt - Danny Strickland (27), 
Anthony McCulloch (52, 70). 
nae 
Prize Moncey: 

Winners: Rochedale Rovers, $5,000. 
Runners-up: Taringa Rovers, $2,500. 

3rd Place: Coalstars, $1250. 

4th Place: Mount Gravatt, $750. 


Player of Tournament: Clayton Koch, 
Rochedale Rovers, $500. 
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Strikers hit mid-season slump 


Since Christmas the Brisbane Strikers form has has become a Iittle 
worrisome to say the least. Losing away to Gippsland on December 21st was 


the start of a very poor patch for Frank and his lads, and our latest match 
reports try to explain why it’s all turning sour. 


No Farina ! No Hunter ! No Passion ! 
(Brisbane Strikers 1 Adelaide City 3) 


To miss Farina is bad enough, but Hunter aswell! The 
Strikers were always going to struggle without their two 
most experienced players. OK, Frank was only a few metres 
away on the touchline, but it does make a difference. 
The early signs were ominous when Battistin slipped, 
letting in Adelaide for their first chance. Luckily it was 
squandered, and we could breathe again. But it was the 
signal that we all had feared - without Hunter there might 
be some indecision back there. 
After a City attack broke down, Brown raced down the 
other end only to have his shot saved by Petkovic, who 
ended up having a blinder. : 
After 17 minutes Brad Hassell broke through some soft 
defending, and although Ross saved his shot it rebounded 
back to him, and he walked it into the open net for the 
opening goal to City. 
Kasey Wehrman worked hard in the midfield (so, what’s 
new ?), and was never afraid to try his luck from outside the 
box. One such effort, dipped and swerved to make Petkovic 
save, whilst another rose up over the bar. 
Battistin had a shot cleared off the line, and if we had gone 
in at half-time on level terms in might have been a different 
game. 
But the second half just seemed to drag on, and we got more 
interested in who was going to the bar next, such was the 
interest of the football being played. 
When Knipe went down in the area we all knew that it 
wasn’t a penalty but shouted anyway. When the referee 
gave it we just looked at each other and laughed. Yes, we 
would be happy with a point at such a late stage of the game 
(70th minute) - maybe even snatch a winner ! 
Battistin scored from the spot, and the crowd urged the 
Strikers on. 
However it wasn’t to be. Seven minutes later the ever 
dangerous Brooks picked up on some sloppy work by 
Gwynne at the back, and scored from close range. Three 
minutes later he scored again, and as the game came to a 
close Adelaide were unlucky not to have four as they hit the 
post with Ross a spectator. 
On this performance the Strikers are struggling whilst 
teams like Perth, Adelaide City etc. are just finding their 
rhythm, I’m sure Franks nerves are beginning to jangle a 
bit. One win from the last four outings is not top six 
material. 
(T.M.) 


Brisbane Strikers 2 
South Melbourne 3 


5,984 at Suncorp, and lots probably won't be 
back after this performance by the Strikers. 
In the end - despite losing a point as the 
result of a penalty in the 99th minute - justice 
was probably done. The Lakers were 
consistantly first to the ball and seemed to 
win almost anything that was 50 - 50 all night. 
The first goal was a good one - a little 
interplay in the box, and a low accurate drive 
into the bottom right corner. The second was 
the result of one of Clint Bolton's many errors 
of the match. A freekick 12 meters out from 
tight, gentle chip into the box, Bolton came, 
went back and was punished. In fact he was 
quite shakey throughout, but his major sin 
was absolutely awful ditribution. Almost 
always long punts into or just past the centre 
circle where the Lakers actually won every 
ball (well 90%) for the full 100 minutes. ! 
don't know why he didn't notice it and try 
something else ! And so to my main beef and 
that is the inability of the Strikers to get 
behind the defence before crossing. Not until 
mad bull Meridith was substituted for poor 
Damien Waugh (perhaps he's better at 
cricket - he gave the ball away on 5 
successive possessions) did they start 
looking like title contenders. Meridith was 
responsible for the first goal by playing a 
great pass from the centre line on the left to 
release Cranney (where was he the rest of 
the game?) who did get behind the Lakers for 
once. He crossed to Frank to nod down to 
Wehrman whose deflected shot ended up in 
the net. The equalizer was from a deadball 
situation on right and Danny Wright's flicked 


(Continued - page 10) 
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_* ‘\ Wanderers Trial Ga Abandoned 

South Farr Wanderers pre-scason preparation was put on hold last week when their trial game 
with the Waddapong team from Darwin was abandoned due to the recent heavy rains in 
Queenslands west. ollowing on from the disasters in Charleville recently the Shire of Farr, was 
hit with a torrential downpour which started on the Monday, and continued throughout the week. 
By Friday morning the pitch was already ankle deep in water and attempts to contact the three 
match officials, who were driving out from Brisbane, failed later that afternoon when club 
President Walter “Winger” Wombat didn’t have a 20cent coin for the only public phone box in the 
main strect. 

By the time the officials arrived word had spread amongst both players and spectators that the 
game had been called off, and the two teams were engaged in a game of fizz-buzz in the South Farr 
Hotel, when match referee Willie Orwontee stormed into the pub and insisted that “after driving 
all that way the game will go ahead ! When some of the Wanderers players began protesting the 
referce booked two of them in the public bar, saying that a 19 hour drinking session was no excuse 
for not being able to kick a ball. 

Reluctantly, and half blind after numerous jugs of XXXX the two teams rolled out of the pub and 
down to the ground in the still pouring rain to staft their game of football. 

As everything else had long since stopped in the town it became the main attraction of an 
otherwise very wet weekend, and the club recorded their fifth highest attendance since formation 
in 1947, when 113 of the towns 174 residents turned out to urge on the Wanderers. 

The game started in good cnough spirits (a bottle of Bundaberg rum was passed around by the 
players prior to the game), as both teams struggled to get to grips with the completely flooded 
pitch. Waddapong gained the early advantage when their two Northern Territory representative 
strikers Norfolk and Goode both scored within the first ten minutes after some poor defending by 
the Wanderers, who had central defender Jimmy Cook booked for relieving himself against the 
goal post in the first half. Apparently the referee would have normally turned a blind eye, but a 
corner had just been taken, and when the ball fell at the feet of visiting striker Norfolk, he couldn’t 
control himself and began giggling uncontrolably at Cook who was supposed to be marking the 
near post (well, he was, so to speak). 

At half time the Wanderers were 4 - 0 down,and four players had to run to the toilets to be sick 
when it was revealed that the oranges had mystcriously been soaked in Vodka. The practical joker 
was never identified, but a group of supporters behind the dug-outs found the whole episode highly 
amusing. 

Norfolk and Goode silenced their critics after the break, by both completing their hat-tricks, but 
late in the second half the game was finally abandoned when the pace of the game began to tell on 
both teams, and their players started to drop out one by one. After 74 minutes when Wanderers 
only had 6 men left on the park a disgusted referee called a halt to the proceedings. As he left the 
pitch he was overheard telling the linesmen that the incident would be reported to the Q.S.F. At 


the time, Waddapong, who finished with eight 


men,were ahead by 7 goals to nil, and the water 
(07) 3267 0681 


Paul Harley 
Photographer 


level had risen to half way up the players shins. 
New coach Luigi Lombardo, who himself had seen 
‘off a number of bottles of finest imported Chianti 
was speechless after the game. When we asked 
him about his pre-season fitness training he simply 
rolled his eyes, and collapsed in a heap mumbling 
in Italian. 


, 
| 
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LIBERTADORES DA AMERICA COUP 


The Libertadores Cup is the South American equivalent of the European Champions 
League. The winners of these two competitions will eventually compete for the 7 Id 
Club Championship which is held in Japan later in the year. " 
This tournament also has a similar format to its European counterpart with teams 
being split into groups of four. But, here, the top three from each of the five grow 
will meet last years winners, River Plate of Uruguay, in the second phase i ie 
tournament. Each of the ten countries are allowed two representatives in the 
competition, where they play against two representatives from another country in 
home and away matches. Because three from each group qualify each of the ten 
countries is guaranteed at least one club in the last sixteen. The second, and 
subsequent rounds, are simply on a knock-out basis as per the Euro format 


The five groups are as follows... 

Group 1. Cerro Porteno, Guarani (both Paraguay), 
Oriente Petrolero, Bolivar (both Bolivia). 

Group 2. Emelec, El Nacional (both Ecuador), 
Racing Club, Velez Sarsfield (both Argentina). 


Group 3. Colo-Colo, Universidad Catolica (both Chile) 
Mineros, Minerven (both Venezuala). 
Group 4. Cruzeiro, Gremio (both Brazil), 

Sporting Cristal, Alianza Lima (both Peru). 

Group §. Penarol, Nacional (both Uruguay), 

Deportivo Millonarios, Deportivo Cali (both Colombia). 


Next Month: 
The European 


Champions League 
returns with the 
knockout stages. 


These games 
played on March 
5th and 19th. Full 
report on all games 
in the April issue. 


The competition started in mid-Februa i 
ry, with the first round expected to be fini 

towards the end of April. Results so far are as follows. . . P sce 
Group 1. 
19th February: Guarani 1 Cerro Porteno 0; O.Petrolero 0 Bolivar 4. 
25/28th February: O.Petrolero 4 Guarani 1; Bolivar 4 Guarani 1 
Group 2. . 
es cee 2 El Nacional 1; Racing Club 1 Velez Sarsfield 2 

6 ebruary: El Nacional 1 Velez Sarsfield 0, i 
Bin 3 ield 0; Emelec 2 Racing Club 2. 
19th February: Mineros 0 Minervan 0; U.Catolica 2 Colo-Colo 2. 
25/27th February: U.Catolica 6 Mineros 1; Colo-Colo 1 Mineros 0 
Group 4. 
19th February: Cruzeiro 1 Gremio 2; S.Cristal 0 Alianza Lima 0. 
25/28th February: Alianza Lima 1 Cruzeiro 0; S.Cristal 1 Cruzeiro 0 
Group 5. . 


26/27th February: (Ist round) Nacional 1 Penarol 4; Dep.Cali 1 Millonarios 2. 
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Strikers v South 
Melbourne (continued 
from page 7). 


Zonal or Man-on-man 2 


Fresh from his scouting mission in Adelaide 
“Jock” assesses some of the defensive frailties 
surrounding the Strikers. In particular he looks 
at their performance against South Melbourne. 


header beat Petkovic at the farr 
post. That produced the. most 
football type roar from a crowd 
that | have heard in Oz. Hairs up 
on back of neck stuff and the 
Strikers were undeservedly on 
level terms. They did dominate: 
for a few moments, but to the 
Lakers' credit they kept their 
heads up, continued their game 
plan and it paid off. Battistin was 
sent off and minutes later the 
visitors were given a penalty for 
a dubious challenge by 
Brayshaw. | was too far away to 
judge if the Strikers protests had 
any substance. 

Random comments: Frankie 
booked yet again for chatting to 
the ref - is this a professional 
and responsible approach for 
the coach 7 Kasey Wehrman 
did nothing to diminish my 
admiration - poise, control, 
strength and commitment. The 
Strikers played Wimbledon style 
when they are better at the pass 
and go method and \'m 
buggered if | can work out why! 
If they keep this up it will be 
hard to imagine there are 13 
worse sides in the comp. 


I’m not sure if it was intentional or not, but what I noticed in the 
South Melbourne match (especially the first half) was cither a 
glaring lack of confidence or a unique system of attacking ! It 
became apparent that when the Strikers were in possession and 
building an attack our defenders were still intent on man-on-man 
marking - as far forward as the half-way line. This meant that 
they contributed little in support play, or any other attacking ploy, 
and were being pulled around the park by players who appeared 
better equipped tactically. ; 
Man-on-man marking is a specific tactical skill which not too 
many players accomplish with any real degree of success - even at 
the highest level of the game, and with that in mind I would 
strongly recomend that a zonal defensive system be adopted by 
the Strikers which should assist them with player interchange and 
allow for more flexibility in attack. It may be that it is not the 
intention of the coach to play a man-on-man system - if this is the 
case then there is more work to be done than | initially envisaged. 
Using a zonal defensive system properly has the potential to 
restrict space, closing down the route to goal effectively. It 
balances the defensive pattern, making effective challenges for 
possession of the ball and turning defence into attack. When the 
principles are adhered to (and this can be in any part of the ficld 
of play) it encourages flexibility of players roles, and improves 
communication and understanding between players. Smart ball 
playing forwards can rip a Man-on-man system apart very quickly 
and in tun give the Goalkeeper nightmares which infrequently 
results in frustration leading to a lack of confidence and a loss of 
form - something that I think is happening to the present Strikers 
custodians. 
Zonal systems of play are not difficult to establish and with a few 
hard grid sessions are much appreciated ——e 
by most players, who realise their]Studs Up { 
benefits. I’m not advocating a system of lif you think The Farr Post is the only decent 
play which goes against the strengths of | ranzine out there, you’re sadly mistaken. 
the playing staff, simply suggesting that : 
most players can adapt ealaritouttis iStuds Up looks at the whole National Soccer 
League and can be obtained by sending $3 to 


system. 1 also believe it to be a more f ? : : 
effective way of approaching the game. Kevin Christopher, PO Box 53, Oakleigh South, 
“Jock”. Victoria 3167. Worth a read | 


David Marshall 
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[ BUNDABERG | =] 

WAVE = 
Last months introduction to The 
Bundaberg Waves club here in The 


uw y 
Farr Post was the first information 


that many people will have had ab i 
Brisbane. Although it wasn’t se a ae " 
involved in the Foundation Travel Silver Boot 
Competition, the new kids in the Premier League have 
been preparing quietly for the new season, and last 
month I travelled back “up the road” to see ‘them in 
trial game against a Rockhampton select XI. ° 
Played on a Saturday night (15th February), the game 
started at a very fast pace, and the Rockhampton ‘kee er 
had to make a number of saves early on. At the other sa 
the Waves Goalkeeper didn’t have much to do, so solid 
were the playcrs in front of him. The defence leaked ve 
confident, and they used the width of the park oo 
effectively building from the back whenever possible ° 
Just before the first half ended Bundaberg sprung the 
offside trap, and the ‘keeper had to pull off an excellent 
save to keep the scoresheet blank at the break 
At half-time I had a walk around the ground and 
checked out the progress on their new pitchside 
facilities. Although not yet complete I assured co- 
Chairman Ron Smith that some of the Brisbane clubs 
hadn’t even started on their facilities yet. An open- 
topped “News Mail” double-decker bus was in the left 
hand comer, and there were a number of sets of 
aluminium bleachers down the side of the pitch to the 
right of the main stand. On the opposite side of the pitch 
two large tents had been erected for the “benches”. In the 
age of three subs, physios, conditioners etc. a great idea 
- the old fashioned dug-out just doesn’t seem to 
accomodate the myriad staff invoived these days. In the 
bar it was good to see The Farr Post being sold and the 
eee Sine us a plug over the tannoy. 
crowd were very vociferous i 
getting behind the Waves, and a eel eat 
they scored through Luke Graham - a Gladstone lad, just 
me back from an achilles injury. ia 
8 the game wore on Bundaberg created a num 
eee but just couldn’t find the finishing ee whe 
3 a 1-0. The players left the field to a great response 
m the fans, and the announcer advertising supporters 


buses for that im ; 
es important first game against Taringa 


Rum City 


As the crowd dispersed | managed 
to grab Waves coach Aldo Baretta 
for a few words about their pre- 
season preparation. 
How do you think your pre- 
season preparation is going ? 
rm quite happy with the stage 
we're at at this part of the season 
Our first half was a bit scrappy but 
overall I'm quite happy with the 
way things are shaping up for us. 
In the first half you seemed to 
have a number of chances that 
maybe should have been put 
away are you happy with a 1-0 
scoreline or disappointed 7 
Yes | would have been happy with 
a two or three goal scoreline, and 
that would have been a fairer 
indication of the game, but as long 
as we're creating chances I'm 
happy. In another game we could 
have slotted those few, and it 
might have been a different story. 
You looked very solid at the 
back there do you want to give 
us a couple of names ? 
Obviously Stephen Starr 
everyone knows = him from 
Brisbane Lions, Tony Roebuck 
who was playing sweeper looked 
very impressive too, but overall | 
thought that our back four were 
quite solid. 
Another couple of weeks until 
the season starts have you got 
a few more games lined up. 
Yes we've got the Sunshine Coast 
next week, and we've got Craig 
Williams coming into the side for 
that match, so we hope to be at 
full strength. 
And for the season coming up 
overall ? 
Top four hopefully ! 
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; Coast Watch 


In TFP3 we printed a letter from an angry Peter Williamson of the Gold 
Coast City Soccer Club. They had been rejected from the XXXX Premier 
League for, apparently, no reason. Last month we drove down the coast to 
speak to Peter, and ask him about his next move. 


all the communities - the Italians, the ~ 
Croatians, the Greeks - and we could have 
positioned ourselves to being in a place 
where we would have been the envy of a lot 
of other areas because rather than being 
representative of one part of the community 
we would have been representative of the 
total community and that’s what we need in 
Australia - we need organisations or clubs 
playing at a higher level that is truly 
representative of the total community. That 
was the opportunity we had and we came 
very close, we didn’t quite get there but we 
decided we're not going to stop, we're going 
to continue on. 

The next step then is to put another 
application in for next season (1998) ? 
Yes. There was a lot of mmour going 
around that it was a three year tender given 
to all clubs but that doesn’t seem to be the 
case at this point in time and the QSF have 
left the door open for clubs to apply or re- 
apply to enter the XXXX League by June 30 
1997, We will certainly be doing that. The 
reasons they gave us for the rejection of our 
appeal have got to be addressed and they’re 
not serious problems. 

Can you give us some indication as to 
what was wrong with your initial 
application so that you can fix it up fora 
subsequent attempt ? 

The appeals board made a comment that 
they were not satisfied that application had 
satisfied clause seventy in the constitution 
specifically in relation to club structure. 
The problem there was that the club wasn’t 
incorporated. Lack of incorporation is not 
an impediment of great magnitude however 


Tell us what your reaction was after you 
were rejected by the QSF and how the 
subsequent appeal has turned out. 
Obviously we were very disappointed. We 
had a lot of soul-searching to do as we thought 
that we had put a good application together. 
The Gold Coast region is a dynamic region, 
and we have a large infrastructure of soccer 
here. Not too many people on the Gold Coast 
class Beenleigh as being representative of 
Gold Coast soccer, purely on historical 
grounds - they have never been involved in 
soccer on the Gold Coast so we don’t class 
them as a Gold Coast team. So we're 
basically isolated and there was a lot of soul 
searching to do and-we had to have a look at 
where our future lay. Both Soccer Australia 
and the Queensland Soccer Federation had 
indicated that opportunities for the Gold 
Coast in the future, both short term and long 
term, were going to be there and it was up to 
us to take advantage of those opportunities. 
In the end we had two choices. We either 
packed our bags and went home, put our 
heads in the sand and forgot about it, or else 
we looked at creating opportunities out of the 
adversity and just went forward. We had a 
couple of weeks away from each other, and 
the steering committee and the people 
involved had a bit of a rest because we had 
put months and months of hard work in and 
when we got back together again it was fairly 
unanimous that we wouldn’t pack up and go 
away, that we'd created something on the 
Gold Coast that hadn’t happened in its 
history. We had unified every soccer club, 
every soccer person and we had them aiming 
in one direction. Not only all the clubs, but 
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on the ruaterial filed in the application there 
is no structure in place and no formal 
documentation evidence in the application. 
We did have articles of association prepared 
and incorporating is a mere formality so we 
don’t see that as a problem. The Gold 
Coast Soccer Federation have decided to 
incorporate the club and that comes into our 
future plans. 
Was that the only thing or were there 
others? 
Finances - (reading from Q.S.F. letter) 
“there is a lack of substantiative evidence to 
support the projected figures which are not 
considered achievable in the relative time 
frame”. We obviously don’t agree with 
that. “There is lack of evidence of financial 
base and that not all the shares have been 
taken up.” We never predicted that all the 
shares would be taken up in the first year. 
We only predicted that $62,000 worth of 
shares would be taken in the first season. 
We actually had commitments for $67,000 
worth of shares so we didn’t agree with that 
either. 
“Alternative revenue sources are viewed as 
problematic at this point in time”. Because 
we haven’t got the support of a licensed 
club, giving a regular income is seen as a 
problem. We don’t believe that a licensed 
club is the be all and end all of any 
application. We know many licensed clubs 
on the Gold Coast, specifically in the Tweed 
area, that are big clubs that have gone 


Gold Coast Premier 
League. 

Broadbeach 

Burleigh Heads 
Coomera 

Carrar Cro’s 
Merrimac 

Palm Beach 

Robina City 
Southport 


Runaway Bay 


Tugun 
Tweeds Heads 


Gold Coast First Division. 
Beaudesert 
Kingscliff 
Mudgeeraba 
Murwillumbah 
Musgrave 
Nerang 


Surfers Paradise 


broke, closed the doors and sold out just 
recently. Terranorra Country Club is one 
particular one, the Aquatic Club down on 
the Tweed River is another, we’ve seen 
Beenleigh Bowls club have financial 
problems, so poker machines aren’t the be 
all and end all and J know that there are 
many clubs out there in Brisbane and 
surrounding areas that have got poker 
machines that aren’t as financial, so our 
source of income was not going to come 
from poker machines. Our source of 
income was going to come from the 
corporate facilities available at the stadium 
that we knew we could sell and that would 
have provided us with an income of 
$280,000 a year. I know of clubs, such as 
Palm Beach Soccer Club - they have 14 
poker machines, some clubs have 30 poker 
machines, they’re not providing $280,000 
worth of income to soccer clubs for the 
football operations in the year. Because 
you have a licensed premises with poker 
machines in it doesn’t mean you’ re going to 
make money. So we can also address that 
problem. 


Next month Peter looks at the Gold Coast 
competition, and gives us a quick 
breakdown of some of the teams to look 
out for. The full draw is given below ... 


Gold Coast Colts 
Broadbeach 
Burleigh 

Carrara 

Coomera 
Kingscliff 
Murwillumbah 
Palm Beach 
Runaway Bay 
Southport 


i 
: 
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Full O.S.F. Divisional Structure for 1997 Season 


Premier Division 
Beenleigh 
Brisbane City 
Brisbane Lions 
Bundaberg Waves 
Coalstars 
Rochedale Rovers 
Taringa Rovers 
Wynnum District 


Amateur Division 1 
Annerley 

Bayside United 
Darra United 
Goodna 

Latrobe Athletic 
Moggill United 
North Pine United 
Redcliffe City 
Samford 
Southside Eagles 
South Star 
University of Qld. 


Amateur Division 4 


Acacia Ridge 
Albany Creek 
Brisbane Lions 
Capalaba 


- Mitchelton 


Newmarket 
North Star 
Park Ridge 
Slacks Creek 
Souths United 
Taringa Rovers 
The Gap 


First Division (North) 
Albany Creek 


Capalaba 
Eastern Suburbs 
Grange Thistle 
Mitchelton 
Newmarket 
North Star 
Olympic United 
Pine Rivers 
The Gap 


Amateur Division 2 
Bethania Rams 
Brothers United 
Clairvaux 
Greenbank 
Ipswich City 
Jimboomba 
Margate 
Mooroondu 
Oxley United 
Park Ridge 
Pine Hills 

1 Bye 


Amateur Division 5 
Albany Creek 
Brisbane City 
Brisbane Lions 
Coalstars 

Eastern Suburbs 
Ipswich St.Helens 
Mount Gravatt 
Redlands United 
Samford 
University of Qld 
Woodridge 
Wynnum District 


First Division (South) 
Acacia Ridge 

Inala City 

Ipswich St. Helens 
Mount Gravatt 
Redlands United 
Rocklea United 
Slacks Creek 
Souths United 
Toowoomba United 
1 Bye 


Amateur Division 3 
Annerley 
Archerficld 
Bayside United 
Ipswich City 
Jimboomba 
Kingsridge 

North Pine United 
Samford 
University of Qld 
Woodridge 

2 Byes 


Amateur Division 6 
Brisbane Lions V 
Brisbane Lions V1 
Capalaba 
Coalstars 

Eastern Suburbs 
Kingsridge 
Newmarket 
Slacks Creek 
Taringa Rovers 
The Gap 
University of Qld 
Wynnum District 


Since the original draw was issued in late January, a number of teams have pulled 


out of the competition. Sce Odds ‘n’ Sods on page 22 for more information. 
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The XXXX Lea 
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sue Clubs 


Last month we reported on the first four (alphabetically) of the XXXX Premier League clubs 
and looked at their facilities. In part two of this report we look at the remaining four clubs - 
Colastars, Rochedale Rovers, Taringa Rovers and Wynnum District. Aswell as looking at 
their facilities we asked them a number of questions about the coming season. 


Coalstars 
(Ross Hallett, President) 


Location. Eric Evans Reserve, Bundamba. From 
the city centre, take Ipswich Road south, and follow 
the signs for Ipswich and Ipswich Central. As you 
come into Bundamba, pass the Nissan car yard on 
the left, cross the creck, and take the next right 
turning (there is a small signpost in the centre of the 
road). The Olympic swimming pool is on the corner. 
Follow the road around until you reach the main 
pitch and clubhouse. 

Description. When we visited there was no main 
stand; but they were working on that. They will be 
able to seat 150 initially: with more towards the end 
ofthe season, up to a capacity of 2,000. There is no 
covered areas yct, except a small amount of viewing 
from the clubhouse. 

Number of teams. 5 Senior. 26 Junior. 

Players facilities. Three (?) changing rooms and 
one for the officials, 

Special viewing facilities. None. 

Refreshments. A bar/canteen looks out to the main 
pitch in the clubhouse, from one comer of the park. 
Merchandise. A free matchday program on 
admission, aswell as t-shirts, caps etc. 

Main Sponsor. “First Provincial Building Socicty” 
(“Good onya, Brian”) with approximately 20 minor 
sponsorship deals. 

Price of Beer. $1.70 for a pot, and $2.30 for a 
stubby of XXXX heavy. 

Pokies. 10. 

First Team Coach. Paul Barry. 

Season expectations on the field. To finish in the 
top four. 

Also... They have gencrated a lot of interest from 
the other Ipswich based clubs, and created unity 
amongst them. They hope to get most of their 
support from these other clubs. 


Attention !!! 
All you INTERNET junkies !!! 


Visit the OzSoccer web site at 
http://ozsoccer.thehub.com.au 


Rochedale Rovers 
(Kieran Cooper, Marketing 
Manager) 


Location. Underwood Park, Rochedale. From 
the city centre, take the freeway south, and take 
the Springwood exit, and turn left into Rochedale 
Road. Turn right into Underwood Road at the 
first sct of traffic lights and continue to the end. 
Underwood Park is up the hill on the left. 
Description. The clubhouse is located next to 
the main pitch, and has a large reception area, 
with SKY TV and a number of refreshment 
facilities available. Bar and hot food facilities are 
also available alongside the pitch which is 
enclosed by grassy banks on two of the other 
three sides with plenty of viewing areas. 

Number of teams. 4 Senior. 42 Junior. 

Players facilities, Four changing rooms and one 
for the officials. 

Special viewing facilities. A press box and a 
Corporate box. 

Refreshments. The club contains a full canteen, 
and 2 restaurants (bistro and a Ja carte menus 
available), one of which overlooks the pitch. 
Merchandise. Free matchday program, aswell as 
t-shirts, track suits, pens, keyrings etc. 

Anfield Sports Store is next door to the dressing 
rooms and general football merchandise can be 
purchased there. 

Main Sponsor. Foundation Foods, although 
“Vitanza” (coffee) will be on the shirts. 

Price of Beer. $1.70 for a pot, and $2.40 for a 
stubby of XXXX heavy. 

Pokies. 84 

First Team Coach. Gary McDowell. 

Season expectations on the field. To win the 
competition. 

Also ... They hope to apply for the N.S.L. under 
the Logan banner within the next few years, and 
to continue expanding both on the field and off it. 


Taringa Rovers 


(Peter Jones, Team Manager) 


Location. Jack Speare Park, Indooroopilly. From 
the city centre, take Coronation Drive towards 
Indooroopilly, At Toowong tum right into the 
High Street, and follow Moggill Road through 
Taringa. Follow the signs for Oxley at the 
roundabout (Coonan Street), and take a left turn at 
the traffic lights just before the bridge. Then take 
the first right, first left, and the second left into 
Fairley Street, and the pround is on the right. 
Description. Their main pitch is open down two 
sides, currently, with a clubhouse and proposed 
covered grandstand behind one set of goals. Down 
one side is concrete terracing, dressing rooms and 
dug outs, and as the season gets underway there 
are plans to put bleachers and/or a grandstand 
down the other side, and behind the other set of 
goalposts. 
Number of teams. 5 Senior. 30+ Junior. 
Players facilities. Four changing rooms and one 
for the officials. 
Special viewing facilities. A separate area exists 
on the verandah to entertain guests and officials. 
Refreshments. A bar and canteen overlook the 
main pitch, with an outside verandah to watch the 
game from. 
Merchandise. A free matchday program on 
admission, with club shirts proposed for the future. 
Main Sponsor. Bank of Queensland. 
Price of Beer. $1.75 for a pot, and $2.70 for a 
stubby of XXOXX heavy. ; 
Pokies. 10 
First Team Coach. John Ogden. 
Season expectations on the field. “We’re in it to 
win it.” 
Also .. . Pre-season training has shown a lot of 
interest from the players with over 100 vying for 
places in the three senior teams. Many of these are 
younger players that are working their way 
through the ranks, and that is where the clubs 
future lies. 


Overall a very m 
naming names obviously have big plan 


others seem a bit bemused at the w 


spectators. We can only hope that t 
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Wynnum District 
(Terry Furphy, Secretary) 


Location. Gateway Sports Complex, Tingalpa. 
From the city centre, take Wynnum Road east, 


until you go under the Gateway Motorway. 
Then take the first left, and follow the road to 
the end. 
Description. Their main pitch is still being used 
for cricket, but will transform itself before the 
first home game. They intend to have bleachers 
erected on both sides of the ground, and behind 
the goals by mid-season. The clubhouse has 
downstairs and upstairs covered spectating 
facilities, with seating for approximately 500, 
with a proposal to have seating for up to 4,000 if 
necessary. 
Number of teams, 5 Senior. 40 Junior. 
Players facilities. Four changing rooms and 
one for the officials. 
Special viewing facilities. One corporate box 
upstairs. : 
Refreshments. Two bars, a canteen anda 
bistro look out to the main pitch in the 
clubhouse, which runs down one side of the 
pitch. 
Merchandise. A free matchday program on 
admission, aswell as t-shirts} caps etc. They are 
hoping to open a shop at a later date. 
Main Sponsor. “Mac Farms Macadamias” 
Price of Beer. $1.70 for a’pot, and $2.50 for a 
stubby of XXXXX heavy. 
Pokies. 30 
First Team Coach. George Cowie. 
Season expectations on the field. To finish in 
the top four. ; 
Also... Their complex includes hockey, 
cricket, touch football and softball, so they hope 
to get some support from there, aswell as using 
their home grown talent on the field of play. 


ixed bag as far as the facilities are concerned. Some clubs, without 
s for the game at their home grounds whilst 
hole fuss being made over facilities for 
he decisions made by the Q.S.F. for entering 


this competition were not made solely on the clubs facilities. 


At the end of the season it may be an in 
deed done so, and if not what the QSF are 


improvements still to make have in 
doing about it. 


teresting exercise to see if the clubs with 
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Other News 


Lions and Bears Update. 

In an out-of-court settlement, the Brisbane 
Lions have decided to allow the Australian 
Rules team to use the name Brisbane Lions 
in the future. 

After meeting with members of the Brisbane 
Lions board The Farr Post cannot give any 
more information than has already been 
released to the press. 

The agreement basically means that for an 
undisclosed amount of money the Australian 
footballers at the Gabba can use the name 
“Brisbane Lions” as long as they follow it 
with “Australian Rules Football Club” or 
“Australian Football Club”. Nobody at the 
club would disclose ‘the actual amount of 
money involved, but one member indicated 
that it wasn’t a paltry fee. 

And I’m sure it wasn’t !!! 


More Media Exposure 

Since El Tel has taken over as National 
Team Coach, and our success in the 
Optus World Soccer Series, the amount 
of football on the T.V. and radio has 
increased enormously. The early 
Channel 7 news on Monday morning 
now has a regular Ericsson Cup update, 
whilst Triple J radio station also gives 
out some results over the weekend. 
Unfortunately the violence both on the 


field and afterwards as the Adelaide City ~ 


team were leaving South Melbourne a 
couple of weeks ago created more 
negative publicity for our game, and just 
as people were beginning to talk about 
football positively, all the good work is 
destroyed with the throwing of one rock. 


Inside Soccer Show 
Briz 31 T.V. station 


Thursday 9PM 


K.LTA. World Rankings 

After that success in the recent 4 nations 
tournament Australia jumped up 
seventeen places in the F.1.F.A. World 
Rankings. We are now a respectable 
33rd, and should improve on that even 
further should we qualify for the World 
Cup in France next year. 

(See letter from Nick Guoth - page 21) 


Frank on The Web 

One of my internet buddies pointed me 
out Frank Farinas web site, and on 
investigation it seems to be a good start 
by the Queensland football boys to take 
that enormous leap into the twentieth 
century. 

Frank’s home page can be found at 
http://imedia.com.au/sportingicons/ 
As you may see from the title it is a joint 
site with a number of other sporting 
personalities. 


Brisbane Soccer Scene. 

Well, the Briz 31 community channel 
football show will be going ahead after 
all this year. After negotiations between 
the owners of the show, and the Q.5S.F. 
broke down they decided to go it alone, 
and have secured one sponsorship 
elsewhere, although they are. still 
looking for minor sponsors. 

The decision hinged on two of the 
Premier League clubs, but both decided 
that they didn’t want to get involved, 
and consequently the promotional fund 
money was withdrawn. 


| Anyway look out for the Inside Soccer 


Show on Briz 31 at 9 PM every 
Thursday night for the next six months. 
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Letters to The Cditor 


Dear Sir 

Tonight at Lang Park as usual it rained - 
can we sack Thor and his effing hammer ? 
- cos when the Strikers are at home it 
hisses down. But on the way to Fortress 
Crushers | was nearly solicited ? accosted 
? by a Burnley fan waving a small white 
booklet. Being curious | bought this skinny 
little booklet which | discovered was a fan 
magazine of Qld (soccer) football !! or a 
Critique ? Which ? 

As a 16 year resident of Qld | came to 
discover that | was a resident in the land of 
dinosaurs and ponderous pachyderms 
posing as a parade of players of football - 
a misnomer frequently used by the media 
of course, being offside with the other 190 
odd nations who occupy this planet of 
ours, call our beautiful game “soccer”, and 
under their breath, those who live and die 
for it, “wogs or girls”. 

Being a pom (resident in Australia for 
nearly 30 years, 16 in Qld) | find it difficult 
to agree to the Australian description of our 
great game as “soccer”. It is the only 
genuine football code - not a purloined 
version of garlic (no spelling mistake) 
football ie Aussie Rules. In fact never has 
one single country found so many ways to 
move a “ball” sideways, backwards, 
upwards and nearly inwards WITHOUT 
using feet - only hands. Three other codes 
use an ovoid, egg shaped eccentric 
bladder filled with air, not a spherical, 
concentric, ball shaped, logical object, 
suitable for kicking and the skilfull control 
by feet, chest and heads. Of course we 
need something better than a “paddock” - 
we need a surface akin to a snooker table, 
or else we would need our hands like 
Gaelic Rules players. 

What a disatrous year for Pine Rivers 
United. We only finished 7th out of 12 
teams and in 9 seasons while many clubs 
(including Brisbane City) were relegated, 
we stayed in the Fourex League Premier 


Division. Poor relations with banks, but 
strong on the field at all levels, from Under 
7s up to Seniors (over 200 signed on in 
1996). My sons U7s side demolished 


Brisbane City 16-1, and my other sons © 


U10 side wiped Taringa 6-0. 

“So what 2” you say. Both results were 
away from home, and both teams were 
virtually novices. So where is the depth at 
Brisbane City and Taringa ? Both of 
whom are in the select 8 club league, 
while P.R.United are voted out ! 

Our club location is in possibly the fastest 
growth area in S.E. Qld, so why can't our 
club remain as a focal point for the area 
from Caboolture to Redcliffe, to Samford, 
to Albany Creek. Amongst the select 8, 
there is one team (so | am told) who have 
a permanent cricket strip on the middle of 
their ground (like The Gap once had) 
while many of the others are not fenced or 
properly enclosed - entry by gate is 
unnecessary and optional. 

The select crew of 3 men supposedly 
those who decided the composition of the 
new “Go Ahead” league of 8 teams are 
previously members of 3 teams who just 
fortunately were selected. Coincidence ? 
So, Mister Burnley Fan, how can a real 
football code with twice as many players 
as any other code in Qld receive so little 
publicity or recognition in the electronic 
and print media ? To illustrate my point, 
let me relate to you the visit by Yvonne 
Goolagong (the tennis player) to a local 
ground to watch her daughter play 
football. The local throwaway newspaper 
(The Northern Times) had a photographer 
out there within minutes, and had a photo 
of Yvonne, but nothing about the game 
her daughter played. After | had visited the 
offices of the paper and explained that “if 
they treat people like mushrooms, they 
would always be kept in the dark” they 
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began to give us some real coverage. 

So what about Rugby League ? | equate it 
with Gallipoli - it’s foolhardy, courageous, 
rugged stuff, but you wouldn't want to do it 
twice. Football has 6 a-side, Rugby Union 
has 7 aside, and Rugby League has 
Suicide | 

So to the Strikers ... What a sick scoreline 
for Frank, 6-1 down to the Perth Glory, and 
a shock for Qld ? But not for me since WA 
is a 2 code state and as an ex-WA State 
League footballer with 3 ethnic teams 
(Makedonia, Cracovia and Kiev) back in the 
early 70s, | know how good they are. 

The best news I've seen all season was the 
news that Wolves beat Crystal Palace 3-2, 
and Steve Corica got 2 for Wolves whilst 
Carl Veart got 1 for Palace. Also Paul 
Agostino got the winner for Bristol Rovers 
and the manager of Millwall predicts that 
Lucas Neill will be the first Aussie to attract 
$4 million transfer fee: So what does Bruce 
Stowell explain this eccentric behaviour to 
2 Come off it Bruce, our kids are leaving in 
planeloads these days. Two more ex-Pine 
Rivers juniors are off to Everton and Ajax 
for trials - | kid you not ! 

As you are aware The Courier Mail is 
owned by one Rupert Murdoch. He who 
owns SKY pay TV in England. While 
football here struggles to get a quarter page 
of news in Qld, in England Rupert puts out 
a football lift-out of 20+ pages every 
Monday in colour and recently bought the 
tights to show the Carling Premier League 
for $1.35 billion while his spending on 
rugby league amounts to barely $170 
million. 

In our local paper we get what they want to 
give us, but if more people follow my 
example and stop buying the weekday Mail 
(and tell NewsCorp why) they may get the 
message where it counts - in Ruperts 
pocket. 

We the football public get what we deserve 
if we say nowt and do nowt about the 
media bias against the worlds greatest 
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game. “Everything for Queensland” and 
"The Courier-Mail supports the Strikers” 
are pure shit (excuse my French). it 
should read “Everything for Alfie and 
rugby league”. The Broncos spend more 
money trying to keep their players 
misdeeds out of the press, than the 
Q.S.F. spends trying to get good news 
in. Football gets more support from my 
old (30 years) jockstrap than it gets from 
the media. To preserve my anonymity I'd 
be happy not to see my name in print, 
because following the only letter | had 
published in The Sunday Mail | got two 
anonymous threatening phone calls. 
They are a bit psycho those redneck 
rugby league types. 

So Frank wants to know why the crowds 
aren't watching the Strikers ? | 
continually try to contact them to get one 
of their players to visit our local Primary 
School, but all] get are negative replies. 
| don't bother now. 

They could also try free entry for juniors 
accompanied by an adult. Surely an 
extra 3000 on the gate is better than 
rows of empty seats. So far I've missed 
one game, but now the Q.S.F. decision 
has gone against Pine Rivers | will be 
staying away permanently, and 
remember the Strikers did have Jason 
Polak, Damien Waugh and Matthew Bell 
- all ex-Pine Rivers United Juniors. So I'll 
get my magazine from you direct. Good 
little publication and keep up the good 
work. 

Tom der Pom 

Petrie. 


More of your letters 
over the page... 


The Farr Post 
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Dear Editor 
Asa visitor from WA to Brisbane and the 
Suncorp Stadium I would like to pass on 
my congratulations on your excellent 
publication. In this age of the information 
superhighway and the sorry lack of media 
attention for our great game I feel that the 
supporting public need an up to date 
source of news and The Farr Post is 
more than adequately fulfilling this 
requirement for the footballing public of 
“Queensland. 
I had the pleasure of being at the Strikers 
and Sydney United game while staying in 
Brisbane for a few days. I was very 
impressed with the amount of young 
people and families which made up your 
bumper crowd that evening. Whilst Perth 
Glory are pulling in the punters a sizeable 
portion of their crowds are made up of 
single lads, who are drinking heavily. 
The preceding week I was at the Glory v 
Marconi game at the Perth Oval and the 
aforementioned type crowd make-up was 
very evident. Perth and Brisbane have the 
advantage in that they field only one 
representative side from their states. But 
with inter-city accessibility I would say 
Perth would gain most from this 
advantage. 
The standard of football at both venues 
was a credit to the game and these players 
are showing a great example to our young 
and upcoming players of the future. We 
have to be diligent in our efforts to ensure 
that all games are played in good spirit, 
and that violent and dirty play is kept out 
of our great game. 
As a footnote I would congratulate Frank 


Farina on the job he is doing at the 
Strikers. At any level of football, 
playing and coaching is a big ask but 
particularly at the National League 
level. I would also thank the people of 
Brisbane for their hospitality and the 
Strikers supporters for ensuring I had 
an entertaining evening at the Suncorp 
Stadium. Keep up the good work, but 
Frank can take a break when the 
Strikers are next in Perth, 

Satisfied Sandgroper, 

Perth, WA. 


Eh 5 


Dear Editor 

I was fortunate to obtain a copy of your 
excellent publication ai the newsagency 
at Baredar International Airport, Brunei. 
Congratulations | However, I feel there 
are some aspects lacking . . . 

No mention of the Malaysian League. 
Why did Ken Worden (cx Melbourne 
Knights) resign from Champions 
Selangar ? 
Will Alistair Edwards continue to 
represent Australia from Sarawak ? 

How will Tony Cottee go at Selangar ? 
Will Peter Beardsley play for Brunei ? 
How does Brunei have the highest per 
capita crowd support in the world ? 
(Attendances 30,000 out of a_ total 
population of 230,000) 

(1 think the Shire of Farr can beat that. 
See page 8 - Ed) 

Will Darren Stewart continue at Johore ? 
Also no mention of the mighty Southside 
Eagles under 12s. If these deficiencies are 
remedied, then, and only then, will I 
consider subscribing. 

Regards to Gary Phillips. 

Tom Derbyshire, 

Brunei. 


The Farr Post 


Dear Ed 

As a recent visitor from England to see 
my Grandchild for the first time, I was 
interested to find out what sort of 
literature my daughter and her husband 
read on a regular basis. 

So one night whilst they were out and I 
was baby-sitting I had a root around, and 
found a copy of your terrible magazine 
The Farr Post. 

Although not interested in any of the 
articles, your photograph of Terry 
Venables brought back many happy 
memories from years back, and I found it 
very handy for swotting cockroaches with 
after the sun had gone down. 
Colin'wasn’t too happy having to peel off 
dead insects from his magazine, when he 
returned from the curry house. 

Priscilla the Poodle,: 

England. 


Dear Ed, 

Pleasc find enclosed $2 for a back copy of 
The Farr Post #5. Please send it to me 
“Private and Personal”, as my mother-in- 
law is using your magazine to kill 
cockraches with. 

Colin the Collie. 


And from the OZSoccer mailing list... 


Hi Guys, 

Australia have moved up to 33rd from 
$0th in the latest F.1.F.A. rankings. Of 
ihe teams that we played in the 4 
Nations tournament, Norway lost 3 
places to 17, New Zealand gained 16 
places to 116, Korean Republic gained 
3 places to 41. 


Nick Guoth, 
Canberra. 


Dear Sir 1 


Whilst attending the recent Strikers v 
Sydney United game at Suncorp Stadium, it 
was with great interest that I heard that the 
Strikers marketing man had resigned. 

How co-incidental that soon after this event 
the Strikers record their largest home crowd, 
with a record breaking attendance of over 
13,000. 

Sure, the game was a top of the table clash, 
and would attract a few more supporters, or 
maybe even the Q.S.F. and Strikers 
administration are finally getting something 
right. 

I Think Not ! 

M.G. 


Morningside. 


Since the last posting of these stats in The Farr 
Post there have been 40 issues of the Courier- 
Mail. Of those there were 27 days with NO 
STRIKERS reports in the sports pages. In the 
previous 40 there were 16 days, so things are 
getting worse! Down from reports in 60% of | 
issues to 32% and with the STRIKERS in the 
top two all this period 

Cheers, | 
David Marshall. 


[The Farr Post, | 


Mobile 0411 367 357 
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Odds ‘n’ Sods 


Whilst doing my investigation into why some of the 
teams have pulled out of the Q.S.F. competitions, | 
had cause to ring Perry Park to either confirm or 
deny the rumours that I'd heard. 

The person that | spoke to managed to side-step 
every question | asked him, until | eventually 
managed fo pin him down on the actual teams 
starting the season. He informed me that one team 
was being replaced by another, but couldn't 
remember who it was. Could he find out for me ? 
Yes. Right now whilst | was on the ‘phone ? Oh, 
okay. 

I'll bet if The Courier-Mail phoned up he'd have the 
info in a flash. 

Anyway, since talking to one or two people at the 
recent Foundation Travel Silver Boot Competition it 
seems that we're not the only people being given 

the run around by Perry Park. 
Senne 
As for those late withdrawals. .. 

Logan City Kings have withdrawn 
completely from the competition taking 
four teams with them. The official word is 
that financial problems have caused them 
to pull out, but that could mean anything . 
Our worry, here at The Farr Post, is what 
happens to those players who had 
contracts for the coming season. Where 
are they going to find a club at such a late 
stage of the pre-season preparations ? 
Attempts to contact the club have failed to 
find anybody willing to make a statement. 
If anybody has any info, drop us a line. 
Also Browns Plains have withdrawn from 
Amateur Division 2, and Latrobe Athletic 
and South Star have pulled out of Amateur 
Division 3. 

Park Ridge have replaced Logan City in 
Amateur Division 4, and Kingsridge have 
replaced Brisbane City in Division 6. 


“OQueenslands Most 
Read Soccer Magazine” 


As we go to print this week, we are eagerly 
awaiting the first issue of Eye on Soccer 
for the 1997 season. Rumours are rife 
around the football establishment here. 
about its format this season. 


Some of the things that we’ve heard are 


that it will cost $2 this season. Quite 
interesting, when everybody we talk to 
think that it’s a rip-off at $1 !!! 


Another rumour is that this season they 


want to go full colour, or further still go to 


an A4 size format - that’s twice the size 


that it is now. 
Unfortunately what everybody fails to 


realise is that no matter how much you 
charge for it, or how colourful you make 
it, or how big you make the pages, there is 
still more interesting reading in a referees 
notebook. 

Last season, almost every edition was one 
quarter full of adverts, and most people 
only looked at it to see the league tables, 
and who was playing who on the weekend. 
A lot of people don’t know this but the 
Q.S.F. can only claim to have 
“Queenslands Most Read Soccer 
Magazine”, because until The Farr Post 
came along, it was the ONLY Queensland 
soccer magazine. 

AND, this is the best bit, they send a 
number to each club weekly, and whether 
the clubs sell them or not they receive an 
invoice in the post soon afterwards. 

Now, surely, there’s a law against that, 
isn’t there ? 

(Stand by for a ‘phone call from Perry 
Park - Ed) 


The Farr Post_ 


... more Odds 'n' Sods Ec 


Sa, what As popular 


do you think of 1 
The Farr Post, as Johnny's hair 


lads ? f colour! 


. ie } | 
oN \ Bit iat a 
Les, Frank and Johnny assess the latest 
Queensland football publication . . . 


ad 
Next Month, in 


The Farr Post... 


An interview with Q.S.F. 
President Wally Dann. 


Unfortunately we didn't get around to 
doing our article on Womens football, 
but with some interesting games taking 
place as we go to print, we will have 
more of a story next month - sorry girls. 


More from the Copa 
Libertadores. 


Part two of the Peter 
The opinions given within these pages are So amson tnterview 
those of the individual contributors, and The Farr Post, 
The Farr Post accepts no responsibility if. |C/- Sports Print, 
people don't like reading the truth. PO Box 478 

aoe - ere 3 
‘Bulimba, 


QLD 4171. 

Fax: 3899 0497 

Mob: 0411 367 357 
e-mail: ajm@ world.net 


The April 1997 issue (number 7) will be 
onsale fromthe weekend of 4/5/6th at the 
Strikers home game with the Canberra 
Cosmos (that's a crowd puller, eh 7) and at 
certain XXXX Premier League grounds. 
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Last seasons XXXX League Champions - Brisbane Lions. 


Che Farr Post 


The Independent Voice Of Football In Queensland 


April 1997 
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$2 


Monthly . 


Perry Park which they won 3-1. 


Queensland 
womens Champions 


The Queensland Womens Soccer team are the national league 
champions after winning the 6 team competition on Sunday 
March 23rd in Canberra. They beat South Australia 2-1 in a 
final tie that saw the teams level for all but 17 minutes of the 


game. 


But it wasn't all plain sailing for the 
Queenslanders that weekend. The day 
before they had to beat New South Wales 
in a play-off to reach the final, but only 
managed that due to a penalty shoot-out 
afier the teams were locked at 0-0. 

After winning the play-off, though, they 
took on the South Australians, and even 
though they went behind to a fourteenth 
minute goal, achieved parity when Lisa 
Dunne stuck her leg out‘to a ball that 
Was going behind her. The result was a 
shot that sailed over the advancing keeper 
and into the net. 

(Continued on Page 12) 


Alicia Ferguson of the Queensland Womens Soccer team scores 
the first goal in their clash with Northern New South Wales at 
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Womens Soccer. 


An interview with Wally 
Dann, President of the 
Q.S.F. 


es Stop Press Stop Pr 


Gazza to sign 
for Strikers ! 


In a major coup for the 
Brisbane Strikers, Frank 
Farina has signed Engiand | 
international midfielder 
Paul Gascoigne on a one 
year.contract for the 1997/ 
98 season. 


"Loyalty !" A fans guide. 


The second part of our in- 
terview with Peter 
Williamson of the Gold 
Coast City Soccer Club. 


First Division Roundup. 


"Football's not a matter of life 
or death, it's much more 
important than that." 


Hyall Story OH Dane 2. The late, great Bill Shankly. 


